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MINUTES MARCH 26, 2018 

UPPER NAZARETH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

 Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Mike Rinker. 

 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 Board members present were:  Mike Rinker, Donna Hirst, Scott Sylvainus, Robert 

Disbrow and Brian Pulliam. 

 

 Also present were Township Manager, E.J. Mentry, Township Solicitor, Gary N. Asteak, 

and for Township Engineer, Sean Dooley. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 Mr. Tom Weaver of 22 Seyfried St. stated that there is a large amount of stones in his 

yards from the oil and chip process that was applied to Seyfried St. last summer.  He has had to 

sweep multiple times and is afraid to mow his grass because of all the stones.  Mr. Weaver stated 

that he did not know why his street was done at all and that the process used is more for country 

roads.  Mr. Shupe stated that he would meet with him at 10:00 am on Wednesday, March 28, 

2018. 

 

APPROVALS 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Sylvainus to approve the agenda.  

Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

 Motion was made by Mrs. Hirst and seconded by Mr. Sylvainus to approve the meeting 

minutes of February 21, 2018.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Sylvainus and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to approve payment 

of the bills.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve the February 

2018 Financial and Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

SUPERVISORS’ COMMENTS 

 

 Mr. Rinker stated that an executive session was held prior to the meeting for personnel 

and litigation purposes. 

 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER 

 

Discussion took place regarding the hazards crossing Friedenstahl Ave.  Mr. Dooley 

presented the Board with supplemental maps showing the non-transport areas for each of the 

schools within the Township.  Mrs. Hirst mentioned PA Law 212.501 as a potential basis for 

creating a school zone and putting in flashing speed limit and school zone warning signs. 
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Ms. Lori Dellanno of 153 Silo Circle stated that some parents do not stop for students 

walking to school, at the four-way stop, or even for stopped busses.  Mr. Weaver suggested 

having an officer on Friedenstahl Ave. at all times.  The possibility of crossing guards at certain 

intersections was also discussed.   

 

Mr. Mentry stated that the school district should be involved in the conversation since 

they are essentially encouraging students to walk to school where there are no sidewalks.  Mr. 

Mentry also stated that a traffic or engineering study would likely be required for any major 

roadway or intersection improvements, and that Board authorization would be required in order 

for the Township Engineer to move forward with any of the proposed solutions.  Attorney 

Asteak added that the Township needs to explore all liability issues before doing anything.  The 

Board requested more formal costs for crossing guards at this time.   

 

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER 

 

 Mr. Mentry requested the Board establish a Vehicle and Equipment Account and transfer 

monies into this account on an annual basis in order to offset the cost of equipment and vehicles 

when necessary.  Mr. Mentry stated that this account would be opened in accordance with the 

transfer of funds as designated in Resolution 18-07 Fund Balance Transfers, which he is asking 

the Board to approve. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Sylvainus and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve the 

establishment of a Vehicle and Equipment Account.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Sylvainus to adopt Resolution 18-

07 Fund Balance Transfers.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

 Mr. Mentry requested approval to participate in the COSTARS Electric Procurement 

Program for the supply of electricity to the Township.  The Township participation would be for 

10 of the current accounts the Township has with Met-Ed.  Six of these accounts are currently 

under contract for energy supply that will expire in May, 2018.   

 

 Motion was made by Mrs. Hirst and seconded by Mr. Sylvainus to approve participation 

in the COSTARS Electric Procurement Program.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

 Mr. Mentry updated the Board on the progress of the HOME Program.  The Board asked 

if the target area could be expanded.  Mr. Mentry stated that our contract lists a certain target 

area within the Township for rehabilitation, but that we could look into additional marketing for 

eligible recipients. 
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 Mr. Mentry stated that the Safety Committee recently viewed a presentation about Code 

Red which is an emergency notification system whereby residents of the Township can be 

notified by text, email or landline when an emergency occurs within the Township, such as road 

closures, shelter openings, etc.  Mr. Mentry requested approval for a 3 year contract.  This item 

was tabled until April 4, 2018, in order to clarify our population being listed incorrectly. 

 

 Mr. Mentry asked to table the discussion of hiring a Management Intern. 

 

 Mr. Mentry requested approval to support Lower Nazareth Township’s Grant to update 

their parks, recreation, and open space plan. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to authorize the Township 

Manager to send a letter in support of Lower Nazareth Township’s Grant to Update Park, Rec, 

and Open Space Plan.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that he received a request from the Fire Department to use Liebert 

Field for their Easter Egg Hunt on March 30, 2018, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve Upper Nazareth 

Fire Department’s use of Liebert Field on March 30, 2018, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm for an 

Easter Egg Hunt.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that he received a request from the Nazareth Borough Municipal 

Authority to purchase the current EMS trailer for $5,000.00.  Mr. Mentry stated that the Board 

had included the purchase of a new trailer for $10,000 in the 2018 Budget, but that the purchase 

was contingent on the sale of the old trailer for $5,000.  Mr. Mentry explained that since this 

transaction was between a municipality and a municipal authority, the competitive bidding 

process was not required per the Second Class Township Code. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Disbrow and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve the sale of the 

Emergency Management trailer to Nazareth Borough Municipal Authority for $5,000.00.  

Motion carried by a vote of 4-0 with Mr. Rinker abstaining. 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that he would like to move forward with using HomeTownPress for 

the publication of the fall newsletter.  Mr. Mentry stated that they secure the advertising which 

offsets the cost of the publication.  The Board requested more information regarding whether or 

not they would meet the Townships deadline for mailing of the newsletter. 

 

 Mr. Mentry brought up the subject of having an additional paid police officer at the 

Board meetings.  Mr. Sylvainus suggested that this be handled on a case by case basis.  Mr. 

Rinker wanted to know what the school district does for their meetings.  Mr. Disbrow stated that 

he would be OK with handling this on a case by case basis. 
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 Motion was made by Mr. Disbrow and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve having one 

officer (most likely the Chief) at all Board of Supervisor Meetings and all other meetings to be 

handled on a case by case basis.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

  

Mr. Mentry brought up the subject of animal control within the Township.  Attorney 

Asteak stated that the COG was working on this issue and that a sub-committee was formed to 

discuss this issue. 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that the work on the new roof would begin as soon as the weather 

forecast shows 3 consecutive days of good weather.  Mr. Mentry stated that the shingles should 

be received in approximately one week. 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that the camera system upgrades had been scheduled with Royal 

Security, and that the access control work at Tuskes Park would be scheduled within the next 

few weeks. 

  

 Mr. Mentry stated that he did receive a response from the cement company concerning 

the Township’s interest in acquiring some of their land for additional parking.  He is still waiting 

to hear back from them once they have a chance to discuss with upper management. 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that he was working with the Recycling Coordinator to finish the 902 

Grant application for a hook truck, surveillance at the yard waste facility, and potential land 

acquisition.  He stated that the Township had to advertise for three consecutive weeks in the 

Express Times as required by DEP. 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that Jack Gum, the Township’s representative to the Nazareth Borough 

Municipal Authority, asked him to state that the NBMA would be advertising a new policy to 

deal with residents who do not pay their sewer bills.  He stated that in the past there have not 

been any penalties for delinquent accounts, but now there will be late fees assessed that could 

lead to a property’s water being shut off.  Mr. Mentry stated that two advertisements would be 

appearing in nonconsecutive weeks in The Key. 

 

APPROVAL OF DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve the Zoning, 

Police, Public Works and Fire reports as submitted.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

PLANNING & ZONING 

 

 Mr. Sylvainus stated that the Planning Commission meeting was held on March 15 and 

they discussed bike and pedestrian paths through the Township as part of the Official Map.  He 

stated that they also had a sketch plan for an additional apartment building in the Mount Vernon 
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East Retirement Village, but that the applicant needed several approvals from the Zoning 

Hearing Board before proceeding. 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that the Zoning Hearing Board will have a meeting on Wednesday, 

March 28, 2018, at 6:30 pm. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 Mr. Shupe stated that street sweeping would begin next week and residents are being 

urged to remove their cars from the roads. 

 

 Mr. Shupe requested approval to hire Dean Steckel as a full-time laborer for the Public 

Works Department at the rate of $18.11 per hour.  After a 90 day probationary period, Mr. Shupe 

recommends adjusting the hourly rate to 90% of the current full-time rate.  

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Sylvainus and seconded by Mr. Rinker to approve the hiring of 

Dean Steckel as Public Works Department full-time Laborer 2 at the rate of $18.11 with an 

adjustment to 90% of the current full-time rate after a 90 day probationary period.  Motion 

carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

RECREATION 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

  

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

 

 Mr. Rinker stated that 33 wire calls and 15 tree calls were received during the March 2 

storm due to the wind.  Mr. Fassl stated that they received 44 calls just that day for a total of 80 

calls for the month of March when they usually see only 25 to 30 calls per month. 

  

SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

 Mr. Rinker stated that CPR training can be provided at a cost of $55.00 per person for a 

3-hour session. 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that the Safety Committee met on Friday, March 23 and several items 

were discussed to be presented to the Board for consideration, which would take place at the next 
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meeting.  One of the main topics discussed was the security of the entrance to the Township 

building and the need to upgrade the two windows for the police and administration offices.  Mr. 

Mentry stated that if the Board would like to continue the policy of keeping the front door locked 

during business hours, some funds would need to be allocated for upgrades to the buzzer system.  

He stated that he received two quotes, ranging from about $900 to $10,000, for replacing the 

glass for the two windows. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Sylvainus and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to adjourn at 8:33 p.m.  

Motion carried by all voting aye.  (5-0) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Betty Parrish 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 


