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MINUTES APRIL 4, 2018 

UPPER NAZARETH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

 Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Mike Rinker. 

 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 Board members present were:  Mike Rinker, Scott Sylvainus, Robert Disbrow and Brian 

Pulliam.  Donna Hirst was absent. 

 

 Also present were Township Manager, E.J. Mentry, Township Solicitor, Gary N. Asteak, 

and for Township Engineer, Sean Dooley. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 There was no public comment at this time. 

 

APPROVALS 

 Mr. Mentry asked that the agenda be revised to reflect the addition of authorization for the 

Engineer and Solicitor to take part in the Zoning Hearing Board meeting on April 25, 2018. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Sylvainus to approve the revised 

agenda.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Disbrow and seconded by Mr. Pulliam to approve the meeting 

minutes of March 26, 2018.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to approve payment of the 

bills.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

SUPERVISORS’ COMMENTS 

 

 Mr. Rinker stated that an executive session was held prior to the meeting for personnel and 

litigation purposes. 

 

 Mr. Rinker requested authorization for the Township Engineer and Township Solicitor to 

take part in the Zoning Hearing Board meeting on April 25, 2018. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Disbrow and seconded by Mr. Sylvainus to authorize the 

Township Engineer and the Township Solicitor to take part in the Zoning Hearing Board meeting 

on April 25, 2018.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that he was in touch with Nazareth Borough regarding the crossing guards 

they use in borough.  Mr. Mentry stated that the crossing guards work three 35-minute shifts; before 

school, after school, and late dismissal.  The borough pays the crossing guards $11.00 per shift.  If 

we paid the same amount, the total annual cost per crossing guard would be approximately $7000 

with workman’s compensation and other employer paid benefits included.  Mr. Mentry stated that 
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there would also be some up-front costs for training and equipment.  Mr. Mentry stated that the 

borough utilizes the more experienced crossing guards to provide the training as well as the police.  

Nazareth Borough told Mr. Mentry that they would offer their assistance with training if needed.  

Mr. Mentry stated that if we were to move forward with placing crossing guards on Friedenstahl 

Ave. it could raise further issues with other residents wanting crossing guards in their 

developments.  Mr. Mentry also informed the Board that we were in touch with the workers 

compensation insurance company and were informed that crossing guards were grouped with the 

police. 

 

 Mrs. Donnelly asked if the 2-way stop at 4th St. could be made into a 4-way stop.  Mr. 

Dooley stated that there are certain criteria that have to be met in order to install additional stop 

signs and that we do not meet that criteria.  Mr. Dooley stated that the regulations are federally 

controlled. 

 

 Mr. Mentry asked what the requirements would be to reduce the speed limit on Friedenstahl 

Ave. to 25 miles per hour.  Mr. Dooley responded that he would substantiate the need for the 

reduction in speed limit in a report as was done previously for Rose Inn Ave.  Attorney Asteak 

informed the Board that the reduction in speed limit would be done through an ordinance based on 

the report from the Engineer. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to authorize the Solicitor 

and the Engineer to move forward with the process of reducing the speed limit by 10 miles per hour 

on Friedenstahl Ave. between Tatamy Rd. and to the top of the hill just beyond 5th St.  Motion 

carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER 

 

Mr. Dooley stated that the bid opening for the 2018 Road Surface Treatment Program was 

Tuesday, April 3, 2018.  There were three requests for bid packages with only one bid response 

from Asphalt Maintenance Solutions.  Mr. Dooley requested approval to award the 2018 Road 

Surface Treatment to Asphalt Maintenance Solutions for a total of $191,018.40.  Mr. Dooley stated 

this bid was less that the estimate of $204,470.00. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Sylvainus and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to award the 2018 Road 

Surface Treatment Project to Asphalt Maintenance Solutions in the amount of $191,018.40.  Motion 

carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

Mr. Dooley requested authorization for the Manager to approve additional funding up to 

$10,000.00 to accommodate adjustments to work quantities and/or escalation of the asphalt index 

price. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Sylvainus to approve additional 

funding up to $10,000.00 to accommodate adjustments to work quantities and/or escalation of the 

asphalt index price.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 
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TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER 

 

 Mr. Mentry mentioned that RAM Roofing possibly would begin installing the new roof on 

Monday, weather permitting. 

 

 Mr. Mentry informed the Board that the proposal from Code Red was correct.  The incorrect 

resident information was only in the attachment and has been corrected.  Discussion took place as to 

the process for using Code Red, how messages would be received, who would be authorized to send 

out messages, etc.  Mr. Sylvainus stated that he did not want to commit to three years in case we 

don’t like the service, and that he thought we could just use Twitter for free instead.  Mr. Mentry 

stated that he could easily create and manage a Township Twitter account for free, but he’s not sure 

how effective it would be in reaching a large enough audience.  Mr. Pulliam asked about any 

potential liability issues, and how we would gauge the success of the service.  He asked what 

percentage of residents would have to sign up for it to be considered a success?  Mr. Mentry stated 

that the Board could establish a baseline goal in order to determine whether or not the first year was 

successful.  He stated that somewhere between 30-50% of Township residents would be a success. 

Mrs. Parrish explained the process of receiving messages and how information would be distributed 

to Township residents.  

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to approve a one-year 

contract for $2,500.00 with Code Red.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

 Mr. Mentry requested authorization to hire a Management Intern for the summer. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Sylvainus and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to authorize the Manager 

to hire up to 2 Management Interns for the summer.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

 Mr. Mentry requested approval to use HometownPress to publish the Fall Newsletter. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Pulliam to approve using 

HometownPress for the publication of the Fall Newsletter.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

 Mr. Mentry informed the Board that he and Mr. Dooley recently attended an LTAP course 

on Posting and Bonding of Local Roads.  Mr. Mentry stated that some of our roads will be impacted 

by the Penn East Pipeline coming through the Township.  This is a way to protect our infrastructure 

from the truck traffic during the construction of the pipeline.  Mr. Mentry stated that the roads 

would have to be posted with either dimensional restrictions or weight restrictions.  These 

restrictions would require the trucking companies to post a bond for a minimum of $12,500.00 per 

mile.  Once bonded and once the threshold for damage is met, the companies either have to pay the 

Township to make the improvements of make the improvements themselves.  Mr. Dooley said that 
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an engineering study would need to be performed whereby we would core the roads to find out the 

current structure.  The Board of Supervisors would like to move forward with compiling further 

information on this process including which roads will be impacted. 

 

 Mr. Mentry told the Board that the Planning Commission has been working on the Official 

Map.  Mr. Mentry reminded the Board that we received a mini-grant from Lehigh Valley 

Greenways for work on the Official Map which expires in July.  Mr. Mentry stated that once the 

draft is completed the map will then need to be sent to Bryan Cope, the Lehigh Valley Planning 

Commission, and our neighboring municipalities.  Once we receive feedback, we will advertise and 

host at least one public meeting on the Official Map, which could take place during a Board 

meeting but doesn’t have to.  Once the Official Map is finalized, it will then be advertised and 

adopted by ordinance.   

 

PLANNING & ZONING 

 

 Mr. Soloe updated the Board on the recent Zoning Hearing Board Appeal from Ray Orwig.  

Mr. Soloe informed the Board that the Karate Studio had vacated the premises and Mr. Orwig 

would like build two apartments in the vacated space.  Mr. Soloe said that the Zoning Hearing 

Board granted Mr. Orwig’s request for the special exception and the property will now be mostly 

residential, eliminating some traffic. 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that a letter was received from New Enterprise Stone and Lime granting 

an extension to review their land development plan. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Sylvainus to accept New Enterprise 

Stone and Lime’s extension for the review of their land development plan through July 1, 2018.  

Motion carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

RECREATION 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

 

 Mr. Rinker stated he and Mr. Mentry were continuing to work on the hazard mitigation plan 

worksheets. 
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SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that the Safety Committee met on Friday, March 23rd and is requesting 

the Board approve the proposal from Hecktown Glass for the installation of security glass in the two 

front reception areas.  Mr. Mentry stated that the Safety Committee is looking for direction from the 

Board as to how to proceed.  Mr. Mentry stated that only two quotes were received ranging from 

about $900 to $10,000.  The Board would like at least two more quotes for the replacement of these 

windows.  Chief Cope stated that currently his window is not locked and is being held closed with a 

piece of paper and a stick.  Chief Cope stated that this is an issue that needs to be addressed and 

finalized at the next meeting. 

 

 Mr. Mentry brought up the need to fix or replace the current buzzer/intercom system at the 

front door.  The current system is not working properly, sometimes not working at all.  Mr. 

Sylvainus asked if the new glass was installed in the reception areas would we then unlock the front 

door.  Mr. Sylvainus stated that other Townships do not lock their doors and are wide open, such as 

the case with Palmer Township.  Mrs. Parrish responded that Palmer Police and Township are 

separate buildings.  Palmer Police are not wide open, they are behind protective glass.  Mrs. Parrish 

also stated the police are not always available and what preceded the locking of the front door was 

having individuals seeking protection from being followed.  Mrs. Parrish commented that both 

times Mr. Disbrow was present when this was occurring.  Chief Cope stated that one of the 

individuals was a heroin addict and there was an active warrant out for their arrest.  Mrs. Donnelly 

strongly suggested that the Board spend the money and get the system fixed.  Mr. Mentry will work 

on getting a quote from Royal Security to upgrade or possibly replace the buzzer/intercom system. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to adjourn at 8:07 p.m.  

Motion carried by all voting aye.  (4-0) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Betty Parrish 

Recording Secretary 

 


