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MINUTES JUNE 6, 2018 

UPPER NAZARETH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

 Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chair Donna Hirst. 

 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 Board members present were:  Donna Hirst, Robert Disbrow and Brian Pulliam.  Mike 

Rinker and Scott Sylvainus were absent. 

 

 Also present were Township Manager, E.J. Mentry, Township Solicitor, Gary N. Asteak, 

and for Township Engineer, Sean Dooley. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 Mrs. Hirst recognized Scott Vakiener, Matthew Lucas, Ian White and Robert Pitko of Boy 

Scout Troop 76.  All four scouts are working on their Communications Badge which requires 

attendance at a Town Hall Meeting.  They are required to take notes and present opposing sides of 

issues discussed at the meeting. 

 

Ms. Becky Bartlett of 127 4th St. stated she received messages from the police and neighbors 

regarding break-ins in the Farmview area and asked for details about these incidents.  Police Chief 

Cope responded the break-ins have occurred in multiple areas including Forks and Palmer.  Police 

Chief Cope stated that this is an ongoing investigation and could not comment further.  Mrs. Hirst 

reminded residents that they should be locking their doors at all times. 

 

Mr. Phillip Rissmiller of 24 Deerfield Dr. stated he attended a Board meeting on May 2, 

2018, where he lobbied for animal control.  Mr. Rissmiller commented that on May 2 he gave 

everyone a copy of the Nazareth Borough Ordinance pertaining to animal control.  Mr. Rissmiller 

stated comments about Upper Nazareth Township being a rural community certainly did not 

coincide with research he has done about Upper Nazareth Township.  Mr. Rissmiller views Upper 

Nazareth differently than a rural community.  Mr. Rissmiller read from material on the Upper 

Nazareth Township website which describes the Township as being “suburban”.  Mr. Rissmiller 

commented that he knows the difference between animals roaming when someone has a 100-acre 

farm, as the animal will most likely not venture further than the owner’s property.  However, with 

houses being situated on ½ acre lots, animals will roam.  Mr. Rissmiller stated that East Allen 

Township has an ordinance pertaining to animal control and they have twice the amount of 

farmland compared to Upper Nazareth Township.  Mr. Rissmiller stated that he posted on a 

neighborhood page about his issue with cats and had 28 responses and 120 comments almost 

unanimously supporting his position.  Mr. Rissmiller is again lobbying for an ordinance with some 

substance for the Police to use when approaching individuals that allow their pets to wander from 

their own property.  Mrs. Hirst stated that we would be addressing this issue later in the meeting and 

requested all further comment be held until that point. 

 

Mr. Peter Hilarczyk of 2468 Blue Jay Dr. informed the Board he received a second letter in 

the mail regarding the removal of his basketball hoop with a deadline of June 8.  Mr. Hilarczyk 

went on to reference the current ordinance prohibiting basketball hoops and questioning why others 

have not received the same notification he received.  Mr. Mentry stated that six letters were sent for 
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the removal of the permanent basketball hoops currently in the right-of-way.  Mr. Hilarczyk stated 

that the ordinance references any structure, removable or permanent.   

 

Attorney Asteak stated that the ordinance is absolutely clear that no permanent structure is 

permitted in the right-of-way.  Attorney Asteak suggested that the Board take under advisement as 

to how to address the portable hoops and what is acceptable. 

 

Mr. George Adames of 2018 Fieldview Dr. asked can you define permanent.  Mr. Adames 

said he could remove his hoop during the winter so he could leave his pole and replace the hoop in 

spring.   

 

Mr. Dooley commented this is not just about these issues, but when the phrase permanent 

structure is used it refers to obstructions to our roads.  The purpose is to establish a clear zone on 

our roads because any vehicles that leave the cartway and hit an obstruction increases the incidence 

of damage to the person.  There are exceptions for mailboxes, utility poles, light poles but they tend 

to be limited. 

 

Mrs. Hirst stated the Board will come up with a policy in the next thirty (30) days that will 

address this issue. 

 

Mr. Hilarczyk stated that he is going on vacation and wanted know if he was going to be 

fined if he does not have his basketball hoop removed by June 8th.  Attorney Asteak responded that 

issue is up to the decision of the Zoning Officer. 

 

APPROVALS 

 Motion was made by Mrs. Hirst and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to approve the agenda.  

Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

 Approval of the May 16, 2018 minutes has been deferred to the next meeting as Mrs. Hirst 

and Mr. Pulliam were not present at the May 16, 2018 meeting. 

 

 Motion was made by Mrs. Hirst and seconded by Mr. Pulliam to approve payment of the 

bills.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

SUPERVISORS’ COMMENTS 

 

 Mrs. Hirst stated that an executive session was held prior to the meeting for personnel 

reasons. 

 

 Mr. Disbrow stated that he and Mrs. Hirst went door to door for a meet and greet recently 

handing out information pertaining to the HOME Program, CodeRed, Community Days, and other 

pertinent information.  Mr. Disbrow stated that they were accompanied by Mr. Mentry, the Police 

Chief and members of the Fire Department.  Mr. Disbrow stated that the information was left on the 

doorknobs of the residents that were not available.  Mr. Disbrow stated that approximately 200 

contacts were made with many residents commenting that in all the years they have lived in Upper 

Nazareth Township, nothing like this has ever taken place before. 
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TOWNSHIP ENGINEER 

 

 Mr. Dooley presented Change Order No. 1 from RAM Siding for the municipal re-roofing 

project that was recently completed.  Mr. Dooley stated the change order is for a reduction of 

$997.60 from the original contract price due to less material being required to complete the project 

and requested Board approval of this change order. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Disbrow and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve Change Order 

No. 1 from RAM Siding for a reduction of $997.60 from the original contract price for the 

Municipal Building re-roofing project.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

 Mr. Dooley requested approval of Payment Application No. 1 from RAM Siding in the 

amount of $26,013.06 for the Municipal Building re-roofing project.  Mr. Dooley stated the amount 

of $2,890.34 is being retained until all project close-out documents are received. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Disbrow and seconded by Mr. Pulliam to approve Payment 

Application No. 1 to Ram Siding in the amount of $26,013.06 for the Municipal Building re-roofing 

project.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR 

 

 Attorney Asteak informed the Board that the NAZCOG has been exploring the possibility of 

hiring an Animal Control Officer that would be hired by the NAZCOG and supported by 

participating municipalities.  This person would be responsible for the capture of stray and at large 

dogs.  It was advised to have this agreement include cats, but at this time will only address dogs.  

The Animal Control Officer will seize the dogs, provide necessary veterinary care, and kennel the 

animals for a duration of approximately 24 hours.   After 24 hours the animal would be inoculated 

for rabies, microchipped, and temperament checked prior to being placed with a foster.  Attorney 

Asteak stated that Pibbles and Paws has approximately 46 foster homes in its roster.  All efforts to 

locate the owner of the animal would be undertaken.  The NAZCOG will be contracting with 

Pibbles and Paws Safe Haven which is a 501c(3) organization located in Moore Township.  Pibbles 

and Paws is waiting for final zoning approval to build a kennel.  The concept is to relieve the police 

departments of the burden of securing, keeping, feeding, etc. stray dogs.  An important component 

is that Pibbles and Paws has contracts with veterinarians for services.  They espouse to be kill free 

but reserve the right to make that decision based on the condition of the individual animal.  The 

COG would like to begin with a few municipalities just to test it out to see if it runs as smoothly as 

the company claims.  The cost is $0.50 per person for a total of about $3,200.00 per year to Upper 

Nazareth Township.  The start of the contract would be January 1, 2019.  Since the COG is already 

an umbrella for all the municipalities in the Nazareth Area, it would require an agreement with the 

COG.  This is a turn-key operation and requires all the necessary certifications from Pibbles and 

Paws.  The COG is asking the Board to indicate its willingness to participate. 

 

 Mr. Disbrow asked if this was a one-year contract.  Attorney Asteak responded that it was, 

as the COG wants to evaluate how well this works.  Attorney Asteak stated that a similar process 
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was undertaken by the Slate Belt COG, however, the Animal Control Officer had no place to take 

the animals and had poor results.   

 

 Mr. Rissmiller asked if he contacted Pibbles and Paws would they come out and catch the 

cats.  Attorney Asteak stated that he would have to contact Pibbles and Paws directly and that 

situation would be between him and Pibbles and Paws. 

 

 Mr. Dan Aguiar of 57 El Reno asked if you capture the dog can you force the owner to chip 

the dog.  Attorney Asteak responded that we cannot force anyone to chip their animal, however, it is 

the policy of Pibbles and Paws to chip an animal when it is in their care for a certain period of time. 

 

 Mr. Aguiar went on to say that if you lay small twig like branches in your beds around your 

property the cats will not cross them as cats like smooth surfaces.  Mr. Aguiar stated that he has 

been doing this now for about two months and has not had a single cat since. 

 

 The Board decided to table the decision to participate in this venture with NAZCOG until 

the next meeting when a full Board would be present. 

 

 Attorney Asteak stated that we have advertised a public hearing for the Upper Nazareth 

Township Official Map.  Attorney Asteak commented that no official action would be taken this 

evening but will defer to the next meeting allowing for review and comment on the map by the 

Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, Recreation Board, etc.  Mr. Mentry stated that the 

Township is doing this in conjunction with funding from the Lehigh Valley Greenways grant.   

 

 Mr. Dooley informed the Board and the public the map is a planning tool municipalities 

undertake to provide a vision for their Township.  It is not legally binding and can be changed if 

necessary.  This is an opportunity for municipalities to say this is what we want our Township to be 

like in the future.  It is a benchmark.  The core of this map addresses the quality of life in relation to 

the public, recreation, and open space.  To the extent that we have active/passive space, we can plan 

for recreation and how to connect our municipality to other municipalities and with the regional trail 

systems beyond the car.   

 

 Attorney Asteak stated the purpose this evening is to get public comment on the plan and to 

advertise and approve at the next meeting. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Disbrow and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve the Solicitor to 

advertise for the adoption of the Official Map.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER 

 

 The Library Budget Review was tabled until a full Board is present. 

 

 The Cyber Insurance Proposal was tabled until a full Board is present. 
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 Mr. Mentry presented a proposal from Royal Security for the purchase of a new intercom 

system for the Township Municipal Building in the amount of $1,237.00.  This system is a wireless 

system which consists of four hand-held units with a remote door release and external chime.  Mr. 

Disbrow said he would like to see more options. 

 

 Motion was made by Mrs. Hirst and seconded by Mr. Pulliam to approve Royal Security 

Proposal for new intercom system for the Upper Nazareth Township Municipal Building in the 

amount of $1,237.00.  The vote failed with Mrs. Hirst and Mr. Pulliam voting aye and Mr. Disbrow 

opposed. 

 

 Mr. Mentry informed the Board that we are still receiving calls regarding issues with the 

street sweeping that was performed earlier this year.  Residents are complaining that their streets 

were missed.  Mr. Mentry stated that Martins Power Sweeping was contacted for a quote to sweep 

the streets again.  The needs for this is partly due to the harsh winter and the amount of anti-skid 

material applied to the roads as well as the number of cars that the sweeper had to maneuver around 

that were not removed from the streets.  This price would not exceed $3,000.00. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Disbrow and seconded by Mr. Pulliam to approve additional street 

sweeping in an amount not to exceed $3,000.00.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

 Mr. Mentry gave an update to the Board on CodeRED.  Mr. Mentry stated that 142 residents 

have signed on for text, email and voice message.  Mr. Mentry informed the Board that the first 

emergency alert went out today regarding a possible gas leak on East Beil Ave.  Mr. Mentry also 

stated that when all was clear a follow-up message went out clearing the area.  Residents in 

attendance at the Board Meeting stated they had received the messages.  

  

PLANNING & ZONING 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

RECREATION 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 Police Chief William Cope said he received a call yesterday from the Nazareth Area School 

District requesting our assistance with donating police services for the McDonalds All-Star Football 

Game.  Police Chief Cope stated that historically these services are donated each year. 
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 Motion was made by Mrs. Hirst and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to approve the donation of 

police services for the McDonalds All-Star Football Game.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0)  

 

 Police Chief Cope asked the Board to please begin considering a substantial increase from 

the $5.00 parking fine currently spelled out in our Ordinance to $30.00.  Police Chief Cope stated 

that the $5.00 current fine is not a hinderance to people parking illegally in the Township. 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

 Next meeting is June 22, 2018. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

 Nothing at this time. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Disbrow and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to adjourn at 8:29 p.m.  

Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Betty Parrish 

Recording Secretary 


