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MINUTES SEPTEMBER 5, 2018 

UPPER NAZARETH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 

 Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Mike Rinker. 

 

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 Board members present were:  Mike Rinker, Donna Hirst, and Robert Disbrow.  Brian 

Pulliam and Scott Sylvainus were absent. 

 

 Also present were Township Manager, E.J. Mentry, for Township Engineer, Sean Dooley 

and Township Solicitor, Gary N. Asteak. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Ms. Heather Dollinger of 281 Farmview Ave. asked the Board about the crossing guard at 

4th St. and Friedenstahl Ave.  The traffic has gotten really bad.  Numerous kids are crossing there 

and as you know a child was hit there a few years ago.  Even a lot of kids in sports are crossing 

there going to the Intermediate school and its is very dangerous.  

 

Mrs. Hirst asked if she could add something to that.  Mrs. Hirst stated today field hockey or 

something must have been practicing and in front of her house she saw over 25 young females who 

were walking down 5th St. trying to get to the Intermediate school from the high school keeping in 

mind that 5th St. doesn’t have the traffic that 4th St. does, but still has traffic.  Mrs. Hirst stated that 

not only are there students walking on 4th St. but there are busses, NASD maintenance vehicles, the 

mail truck, an 18 wheeled truck that comes into the development for a business on 4th St. plus 

FedEx and UPS making deliveries to the business not to mention the cars that are parked on 4th St. 

so the kids are going in and out and the busses are going down and as has been said over and over 

this is an issue.  Mr. Shupe mentioned the excessive number of garbage trucks add to the problem as 

well. 

 

Mr. Rinker asked why we could not have the school district bus them.   

 

Ms. Dollinger replied that state code specifies that the school needs to be 2 miles away 

before the school can bus the students.  Mr. Mentry commented the 2 miles would not apply if the 

road were declared hazardous.   

 

Mrs. Hirst stated the Township went to the school district about this issue and a study was 

done on Friedenstahl Ave. and the suggestion was to have students go to 5th St. and cross as there is 

a stop sign there, and putting a stop sign on 4th St. was a difficulty with PennDOT.  It has been 

thrown out there, and even though it would be an Upper Nazareth Township cost, the school district 

was adamantly opposed to doing it and they adamantly refused.  Mr. Mentry stated they 

recommended against it, he would not say they adamantly refused it.  It was brought up as a 

suggestion based on the PennDOT consultant’s recommendation.  The Township can choose to hire 

a crossing guard with or without permission or cooperation from the school district.  The Board had 

authorized the Manager to meet with the school district to go over some of these options and their 

recommendation was, based on their experience, they did not think it was a good idea.  They 

certainly said if you decide to do it, it is fine and the school district will try to work with us, but for 
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a couple reasons they thought 1) it might actually decrease safety by forcing students especially 

from the lower end of Friedenstahl to walk up Friedenstahl Ave. as opposed to crossing at the 

closest intersection and walking up Mt. Vernon, which receives much less traffic, and is much safer 

for pedestrians.  A part of the issue here is that there are no sidewalks in that area at all.  There is no 

real safe pedestrian facility.  Mr. Rinker stated he could see that and would not want kids walking 

up Friedenstahl to get to a crossing.  Ms. Dollinger stated that there are no school zone signs, no 

flashing lights, and she is concerned with motorists that do not know the area.  Mr. Rinker stated the 

Township has looked into this but we cannot get the school zone or flashing lights because it is not 

right in front of the school.  Mrs. Hirst stated she still believes this is an issue and maybe we need to 

revisit it with the school district. 

 

Mr. Rinker asked if Ms. Dollinger went to the School Board Meeting.  Ms. Dollinger 

responded no.  Mr. Rinker stated to ask them.  Mr. Mentry stated that at the last meeting the Board 

concurred with trying to get Friedenstahl declared a hazardous walking road, which it currently is 

for elementary and intermediate age students, which is why busing is provided for the younger age 

groups but not for middle and high school.  It does require a PennDOT study to declare the road 

hazardous, which, if they do, then the school district would be required to provide busing for all age 

groups which would help to eliminate or at least decrease the number of pedestrians.  It is our 

understanding the school district would receive additional funding from the state to provide that 

busing.  Mr. Disbrow stated that if we can get that designation it is a win for us.  Mr. Mentry stated 

that the school district was on board with exploring that option together with the Township.  Mrs. 

Hirst stated that we need to keep in mind it is not just the kids coming home from school it is sports 

and after school activities.  Ms. Dollinger stated she was speaking for a lot of parents too, no one 

came, but there are a lot of parents concerned. 

 

Mr. Disbrow asked if they were seeing better results with the 25 MPH speed limit on 

Friedenstahl.  Mrs. Hirst and Ms. Dollinger commented no.  Mr. Disbrow stated that he has seen a 

significant difference when traveling on Friedenstahl Ave.  Mr. Disbrow asked about cars parked on 

4th St. and did we add that to the new parking ordinance recently adopted to aid with that?  Mr. 

Mentry stated that some sections of 4th St. are designated no parking. 

 

Ms. Becky Bartlett of 127 4th St. stated she moved here 20 years ago and the residents have 

been fighting with the school district about this but have been coming here the past few years.  The 

school district has really dug their heels in on this and will not move on this issue.  Ms. Bartlett said 

she will go and complain to them again, but it’s with the knowledge that they will not do anything.  

Ms. Bartlett stated she was really pleased that the Township was doing something. 

 

Mrs. Hirst wanted to know if we needed to move forward with considering hiring a crossing 

guard with or without the school district’s ok and then let parents decide where they want their kids 

to cross.  Then we can say we provided them with a safe route, they opted not to do that.   

 

Mr. Rinker asked if the person Mr. Mentry talked with could come to a meeting.  Mr. 

Mentry stated he would reach out to her.  Mr. Mentry stated she was going to attend the last meeting 

but had something come up at the last minute.   

 

Mr. Mentry stated that the route Nazareth Borough has taken is to advertise and hire and 

train crossing guards in-house.  There are companies that you can contract with to provide crossing 
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guard services.  Procedurally it could potentially be easier as far as saving time for the Township.  

Mrs. Hirst favors hiring someone in the Township either a retired person or a mother that is off 

when the kids are coming home.  Mrs. Hirst would rather see a job like that go to someone in the 

community feeding back into ourselves.  Mr. Mentry stated that he would continue to explore 

having the road declared as hazardous, and invite Patricia Quinn to the next Board Meeting if she is 

available to further discuss this issue.  Mr. Mentry commented it is anticipated there being angry 

people here, and when people are frustrated and people are concerned about this issue, but the 

school district was very willing and was very cordial during our meeting, and they indicated they 

are very willing to work with the Township.  There was no tension or conflict.  From their 

perspective of dealing with these issues they offered recommendations and that is what has been 

reported back to the Board.  They are willing to work with the Township.  They recognize there is 

an issue.  They are obviously looking at it from a different angle.  Ms. Dollinger commented they 

are willing to work with us but they don’t want to hire a crossing guard, they want to know other 

options.  Mr. Mentry responded they genuinely did not think a crossing guard would solve the 

problem.  One of the things was discussed was that some of these safety measures are put in place, 

cross walks, crossing guards, depending on whether there are sidewalks or what the make up of the 

road is, it creates a perception of safety but it does not actually increase safety at all.  It actually 

increases the likelihood of accidents because people see these things and assume that it is a safer 

area to cross or a safer area to walk, when in reality it is not.  The Township needs to be careful to 

not just throw a bunch of darts at this issue when they might not actually be solving the problem.  

Mrs. Hirst recommended to Ms. Dollinger and Ms. Bartlett to have a copy of the memo Mr. Mentry 

sent to the Board regarding his meeting with the school district on this issue with them when they 

go to the School Board Meeting. 

 

Mrs. Hirst asked if the Board was still willing to hire a crossing guard.  Mr. Disbrow stated 

that based on the last meeting the Board did not deny it, it is still an option, but at the last meeting 

we were looking at the designation of the roadway being declared unsafe because that sets in 

motion a lot of different options that put it back on the school district.  Mr. Rinker asked how long 

that process would take.  Mr. Mentry responded if that were to happen, he did not anticipate it being 

in place until the next school year.  Mr. Mentry stated that this might be an area that PennDOT 

works more quickly.  Mr. Mentry stated he has reached out to PennDOT and there is one person in 

District 5 who handles these issues.  Mr. Mentry stated he left a message for him last week and 

another today, as the PennDOT contact was off for a few days over the holiday. 

 

APPROVALS 

Mr. Mentry requested revising the agenda to add discussion about setting the date and time 

for Halloween Trick or Treat and the Halloween Open House. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to approve the revised 

agenda.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

 Motion was made by Mrs. Hirst and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to approve the meeting 

minutes of August 15, 2018.  Motion carried by a vote by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve payment of the 

bills.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 
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SUPERVISORS’ COMMENTS 

 

 Mrs. Hirst wanted to personally thank Mr. Disbrow, Mr. Rinker, Chief of Police Cope, and 

the Road Crew staff for all the hard work they did in preparing for Community Days to make it such 

a success as well as the Fire Department.  Mr. Shupe commented that the Office Staff also puts in a 

lot of work toward this event.  Mrs. Hirst stated she just wants to thank everyone as it was fantastic.

  

Mr. Rinker stated that an executive session was held prior to the meeting for personnel and 

contract reasons. 

 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER 

 

 Mr. Dooley informed the Board that with the recent road project we received some 

complaints that he is following up on and is not complete with his investigation as to what the cause 

of the issues was.  Mr. Dooley stated that he will follow up with those residents personally once he 

has concluded his investigation.  Mr. Dooley stated his inspector will be meeting with the 

contractor’s representative on-site hopefully this week to look at the issues.  Mr. Dooley will report 

back to the Board at the next meeting.  

 

Mr. Dooley stated that he has received a request from Stone Creek Development (Tuskes) 

for the release of escrow from Eagles Landing Phase 3B and acceptance of streets.  Mr. Dooley 

recommended that this be approved.  Currently they have $75,235.60 in maintenance escrow.  The 

only conditions we have with accepting this request is to provide the Township with clean as-builts, 

the planting of 2 trees when weather is more conducive and provide us with acknowledgement that 

they will plant those trees before the end of this planting season.  Those trees will be covered under 

the next phase’s maintenance period.  They also need to provide us with the recorded Deeds of 

Dedication for the streets within Phase 3B.  Mr. Mentry noted that a letter was received from them 

yesterday stating that please allow this letter to serve as acknowledgement and agreement that whey 

will plant two street trees as required as part of Phase 3B prior to the end of the 2018 planting 

season. 

 

Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve the release of the 

$75,235.60 security, plus accumulated interest, as part of the completion of the Eagles Landing 

Phase 3B maintenance period subject to the execution and recording of the Deeds of Dedication, the 

requirements of KCE’s letter dated August 31, 2018 and the receipt of clean as-built drawing.  

Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR 

 

 Attorney Asteak updated the Board pertaining to Profeta Farm’s request to place three 

parcels of land they own into an Agricultural Security Area.  Only two of the three properties 

actually lie in Upper Nazareth with the third parcel being located in the Borough of Nazareth.  
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Upper Nazareth Township does not have an Agricultural Security Area and these two parcels are 

not large enough for the Township to establish an Agricultural Security Area.  However, Bushkill 

Township does have an Agricultural Security Area.  The suggestion is that we ask Bushkill 

Township to include this property in their Agricultural Security Area.  Bushkill Township will be 

meeting on Thursday, September 6, and they will agree to accept that on payment of what it will 

cost to process the application.  Mr. Asteak requested a motion from the Board to authorize him to 

request of Bushkill Township to accept Profeta Farms into their Agricultural Security Area.  If 

Bushkill Township accepts, Attorney Asteak will proceed to prepare the requisite resolution for 

adoption by Upper Nazareth Township.  If Bushkill Township agrees to consider this, we would 

then advertise the filing of the application for 15 days.  After that within 45 days the Planning 

Commission and the Agricultural Security Area Committee, which has already been established in 

Bushkill Township, will review the properties for compliance.  If they both make recommendations, 

it will be submitted to the Board of Supervisors for adoption. 

 

 Mr. Mentry mentioned at the last meeting we discussed our need to advertise, however, 

Profeta Farms formally withdrew their application to Upper Nazareth Township. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mr. Disbrow to authorize Attorney 

Asteak to formally approach Bushkill Township to accept Profeta Farms into their Agriculatural 

Security Area.  Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

 Attorney Asteak stated that a new fireworks law passed the state legislature authorizing the 

sale of bigger and better fireworks.  That Act contains certain provisions regarding the locations of 

sale of fireworks but doesn’t preclude municipalities from adopting other regulations in our Zoning 

Ordinance as to the locations of where fireworks may be sold.  Some municipalities have 

undertaken an effort to limit the times when fireworks can be shot off.  Mr. Asteak is just alerting 

the Board to this as a matter of public discussion in other municipalities and, should the Board wish 

to look into this further, to just let Mr. Mentry know and we will look at the Zoning Ordinance to 

see what we can do and perhaps adopt an ordinance to limit the times the fireworks can be 

displayed.   

 

 Police Chief Cope asked if these ordinances limit where they can set them off?  Attorney 

Asteak responded that the statute limits the distance from residences.  Chief Cope wanted to know if 

an ordinance could be more restrictive than the State Law.  Attorney Asteak stated he would have to 

check.  Attorney Asteak commented that he believes the statute states 150’ from a residence.  

Attorney Asteak stated if the Township wants to set regulations, they might want to allow for the 

Chief of the Fire Company to declare a fireworks moratorium if there are particularly dry 

conditions.  Attorney Asteak is bringing this issue up for future discussion. 

 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER 

 

 Mr. Mentry informed the Board that the 2017 Real Estate Audit was available for review.  

Mr. Mentry stated that this is the last year of the agreement with Riley and Company for the 

performance of this audit.  Mr. Mentry stated he would be coming back to the Board at one of the 
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next few meetings for direction as to how the Board wants to proceed with procuring services for 

the 2018 Real Estate audit. 

 

 Mr. Mentry mentioned that Mr. Ewan Moore was present at the last meeting and presented 

his idea for his Eagle Scout Project to the Board.  Mr. Moore proposed to build a Ga-Ga Ball Pit at 

Tuskes Park.  Mr. Moore needs to confirm the location of the Ga-Ga Ball Pit so he can move 

forward with this project.  Mr. Mentry stated that discussion took place regarding the location of 

this pit and he wanted to confirm the Board’s and Mr. Shupe’s willingness to convert the volleyball 

court into a Ga-Ga Ball Pit.  All were in agreement with the volleyball court location.  Mr. Mentry 

stated he would communicate the confirmation of the location to Mr. Moore. 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated that he received notice from PennDOT regarding their initiative, 

PennDOT Connects.  This initiative is to improve communication between PennDOT and 

municipalities.  Mr. Mentry stated that a meeting will take place at the Upper Nazareth Township 

Municipal Building on Thursday, September 13, 2018, from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm to introduce the 

proposed bridge projects located on Newburg Rd, one in Upper Nazareth Township and one in 

Lower Nazareth Township. 

 

 Me. Mentry announced that the date, time and location was finalized for the NCATO 

Annual Convention which will be held at Green Pond County Club on Thursday, October 11, 2018.  

Mr. Mentry is seeking approval from the Board to register the manager, the office staff, Mr. Shupe 

and Chief Cope and any Supervisor that would like to attend.  There will be a panel discussion on 

animal control and Attorney Asteak will be serving as a panelist as well as a representative from the 

state, a representative from a local police department, and an actual animal control officer.  It is 

$55.00 per person, and as always, employees, supervisors and spouses are invited, but the Township 

only covers the cost of the employees and supervisors. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve attendance at the 

NCATO 2018 County Convention on October 11, 2018, for employees and supervisors.  Motion 

carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

 Because the animal control issue has come up in conversation several times over the last few 

months, the Police did pick up a stray dog a couple weeks ago that took us several days to find a 

rescue that would accept it.  A rough calculation of what the cost to the Township was in terms of 

man hours spent both on the police, public works and the manager’s time, was approximately $500 

to $600.  Mr. Rinker asked how the figure was arrived at.  Mr. Mentry stated that there were many 

hours spent as the dog was picked up on Sunday and housing for the stray was not found until 

Thursday.  The dog warden of Monroe County actually picked up the dog and took it to a rescue.  

Mrs. Hirst is concerned for the police and the road crew possibly being bitten by an aggressive dog.  

Mr. Rinker asked how much it would be to join in with Pibbles and Paws through NAZCOG.  Mr. 

Mentry responded the estimated cost was $.50 per capita, about $3,200 to $3,300 per year.  Mr. 

Mentry stated that it is too late at this point for 2019 but can be revisited for 2020.  Chief Cope 

stated he even contacted Pibbles and Paws to see if they could help us out and was told no as we 

were not going to be a part of the COG program.  Chief Cope stated that the biggest issue is trying 
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to get rid of stray dogs and not being able to find a place that will accept them.  Mr. Mentry stated 

that in the unlikely event that someone were to get bit, one workers’ comp claim will blow that 

$3,000 out of the water.  If the program is successful with the participating municipalities and the 

COG and the option hopefully is available to join in 2020, we should seriously consider it.  

Unfortunately, it is too late for this January.  

 

PLANNING & ZONING 

 

 Mr. Mentry informed the Board that the only formal submission that has been made to 

appear on the Planning Commission agenda next week is from Heritage Village which is a sketch 

plan submission for Phases 3 and 4.  There was no submission received for any potential 

development on Gun Club Rd. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 Mr. Shupe reported that Werner and Lynn Ln. have been milled and overlayed.  Silvercrest 

from Newburg to the County bridge will be done Thursday, September 6, 2018, and then moving 

the process to the east side of the Township.  Eley, Christman and Meyers will be completed 

hopefully by the end of next week. 

 

 Mr. Shupe stated that the turbo on the International dump truck broke and it is going to cost 

$4,700 to repair.  Mr. Rinker asked if Mr. Shupe needed a turbo.  Mr. Shupe responded only if we 

want the truck to move.    

 

RECREATION 

 

 Mr. Disbrow stated that Community Days 2018 was a huge success.  Mr. Disbrow 

commented on the number of employees who volunteered their time over the weekend making sure 

that everything ran smoothly.  An outstanding fireworks display was held on Saturday night.  The 

entertainment was stellar.  Some logistics issues such as parking we had but corrections will be 

made for next year.  There was a great band on Saturday night.  Mr. Disbrow commented that he 

has never seen that many people in Tuskes Park at one time.  Some lessons learned to take forward 

for next year, but a lot of people came together to make that whole weekend work well.  Mr. 

Disbrow thanked the Township staff and all those involved with making Community Days a 

success.  Mr. Disbrow stated Mr. Shupe and his crew made sure Tuskes Park looked amazing.  Mr. 

Mentry thanked Mr. Disbrow for organizing the Sunday clean up.  Mr. Shupe stated that was a huge 

help. 

 

 Mr. Mentry brought up for Board consideration the extra staffing of Police coverage 

specifically for Community Days in addition to the regularly scheduled officers who patrol the 

Township.  The tally of the total cost for police coverage is approximately $2,200.  Mr. Mentry 

requested the Board approve paying the cost of the extra police coverage out of the funds received 

from Community Days.  After allotting for the police coverage there would be approximately 

$4,800 left over.  Mr. Rinker asked how many officers were staffed.  Chief Cope stated one 
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walking, one on a bike and two at the tent.  Chief Cope stated that the association tent was not the 

responsibility of the Township.  Mr. Disbrow would like to discuss this at the next Community 

Days meeting and then bring to the Board after. 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 

 Chief Cope informed the Board that a Sargeant in the department has been sending out 

letters for donations toward various equipment needs.  Morningstar has donated $1,425 toward the 

purchase of 3 body cameras.  A donation was received from Martin Guitar toward tactical 

equipment and are expecting another donation from Lehigh Hansen for truck scales.  These are in 

addition to the donation made by WeatherTrends last year for the bicycle.  Attorney Asteak said a 

thank you should be sent. 

 

 Mr. Mentry stated Bath Borough has reached out to the Township in an attempt to 

coordinate their date for Halloween to coincide with Upper Nazareth Township’s Trick or Treat 

night.  Bath Borough would like to set the date the same as Upper Nazareth Township in order 

eliminate the likelihood of children going to different neighborhoods for Trick or Treat on different 

nights.  Chief Cope commented Upper Nazareth Township traditionally holds Trick or Treat on 

Halloween, October 31st.  Chief Cope asked the Board to set Trick or Treat for October 31, 2018, 

from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  Chief Cope also requested approval to hold the Halloween Open House 

from 4:30 pm to 8:00 pm. 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Rinker and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to approve October 31, 2018, 

for Trick or Treat Night from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm and the Police Halloween Open House from 4:30 

pm to 8:00 pm.  Motion carried by all voting aye. 

 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

 

Nothing at this time. 

 

SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

  

ADJOURNMENT 

 

 Motion was made by Mr. Disbrow and seconded by Mrs. Hirst to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  

Motion carried by all voting aye.  (3-0) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Betty Parrish 

Recording Secretary 


